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Offices and Officials in the Senate: Roles and Duties 



A rticle 1, Section 3, clause 5 of the United States Constitution states that the Senate shall 
“chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice 
President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.” 
Currently, the Senate elects a Secretary of the Senate, Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper 
(hereinafter Sergeant at Anns), and Chaplain. These officers provide services to the entire Senate 
community. Two additional officers — Secretary for the Majority and Secretary for the Minority — 
are nominated by their parties and formally elected by the entire Senate. The Senate also elects a 
President pro tempore, although, this position — held by a member of the Senate (traditionally the 
majority party Senator with the longest continuous service) — is not addressed in this report. 1 In 
addition, the Senate has established appointive offices, including the Legal Counsel, Legislative 
Counsel, and Parliamentarian, to handle certain other duties to the Senate. 

The roles and duties of these officers and officials have developed over time. They derive from 
Senate instructions codified in the Senate Rules, standing orders, the Senate Handbook , and law; 
Senate officers’ activities may also be influenced by historical custom and precedent. 2 Many of 
their duties are further defined by the committees with oversight and funding responsibilities for 
the Senate. The Senate Committee on Rules and Administration, for example, has jurisdiction 
under Senate Rule XXV(n)(l) over many of the activities carried out by these officers and 
officials involving, for example, the Senate office buildings, Senate art, congressional printing, 
services to the Senate, and payments from the Senate contingent fund. The Senate Committee on 
Appropriations, Subcommittee on Legislative Branch also may provide oversight of activities 
carried out by officers and officials through the annual appropriations hearings, reports, and bill 
language. 

Unlike in the House, which elects its officers to a two-year term, elected officers of the Senate do 
not have to be reelected at the beginning of a new Senate. Officers generally “continue in their 
positions until their successors are appointed by the Senate.” 3 When a vacancy occurs, the Senate 
chooses a new officer through the adoption of a resolution. When multiple officers are elected on 
the same day, separate resolutions are generally considered. Further, a deputy or assistant may be 
authorized to act in the absence of an officer. 

This report outlines the officers of the Senate, including brief information about the history of 
each office, examples of their roles and duties, and election or appointment information about the 
current incumbent. 



1 For more information on this position, see CRS Report RL30960, The President Pro Tempore of the Senate: Ptistory 
and Authority of the Office, by Christopher M. Davis. 

2 For examples, see, U.S. Congress, Senate, Senate Manual, Containing the Standing Rules, Orders, Laws, and 
Resolutions Affecting the Business of the United States Senate, 1 12 th Cong., 1 st sess., S.Doc. 112-1 (Washington: GPO, 
2011); and U.S. Congress, Riddick’s Senate Procedure: Precedents and Practices, 101 st Cong., 2 nd sess., S.Doc. 101-28 
(Washington: GPO, 1992). See also CRS Report RL30788, Parliamentary Reference Sources: Senate, by Megan S. 
Lynch and Richard S. Beth. 

3 U.S. Congress, Riddick’s Senate Procedure: Precedents and Practices, 101 st Cong., 2 nd sess., S.Doc. 101-28 
(Washington, GPO: 1992), pp. 955, 1524. A majority vote is required. Following a change in party control, the Senate 
has generally elected a new Secretary and Sergeant at Arms. 
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Table 1 . Officers and Officials of the Senate 




Year 




Year 


Position 


Established 


Incumbent 


Chosen 




Elected by the Senate 






Secretary of the Senate 


1789 


Julie E. Adams 


2015 


Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper 


of the Senate 1 789 


Frank J. Larkin 


2015 


Chaplain 


1789= 


Dr. Barry C. Black 


2003 


Secretary for the Majority b 


1929 


Laura C. Dove 


2015 


Secretary for the Minority b 


1929 


Gary B. Myrick 


2015 




Appointed by the Senate Leadership 




Senate Legislative Counsel 


1919 


Gary Endicott 


2015 


Senate Parliamentarian 


1935 


Elizabeth MacDonough 


2012 


Senate Legal Counsel 


1978 


Patricia Mack Bryan 


2015 



Source: CRS analysis of historical documents, including the LIS, the Congressional Record, and the Congressional 
Directory. 

Notes: This list does not include the President pro Tempore, an elected officer who also is a Senator. 

a. This position was briefly vacant for a short period in the late 1850s. 

b. With new elections following the change in party control of the Senate for the I 14 th Congress, the 
Secretary for the Majority and the Secretary of the Minority switched positions. They had served in the 
previous positions since 201 I (Myrick) and 2013 (Dove). 

Officers Elected by the Senate 

The Senate elects five individuals to serve as officers. Three of these individuals are elected to 
serve the entire chamber: the Secretary of the Senate, the Sergeant at Arms of the Senate, and the 
Chaplain. Two additional individuals — the Secretary for the Majority and the Secretary for the 
Minority — are nominated by the Majority or Minority Conference and then elected by the Senate. 



Serving the Entire Senate 

Secretary of the Senate 

The Secretary of the Senate is an officer with administrative, legislative, and budgetary duties. 
The current Secretary of the Senate, Julie E. Adams, was elected on January 6, 2015 (S.Res. 8, 

1 14 th Congress), by unanimous consent. The previous Secretary, Nancy Erickson, was elected on 
January 4, 2007 (S.Res. 8, 1 10 th Congress), by unanimous consent. 4 



4 Following the adoption of resolutions electing a Secretary, resolutions have been agreed to informing the President 
(S.Res. 9, 1 14th Congress) and the House of Representatives (S.Res. 10, 1 14th Congress) of the election of a Secretary 
of the Senate. 
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